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St John’s Buildings (SJB) has become the first barrister’s chambers in the UK to introduce an

innovative cloud-based document sharing and collaboration tool, in a move that could save the firm up to

£350,000 per year and dramatically reduce its environmental footprint.



SJB, which is one of the largest sets in the UK, has partnered with British-based software and services

provider Advanced (https://www.oneadvanced.com/sectors/where-we-work/legal/) to develop MLC Case

Collaboration, a first-to-market integrated software tool which enables the secure production, sharing

and storage of legal documents. 



The transformational solution integrates directly into Advanced’s leading MLC chambers management

software, enabling the business to deliver access to legal documents 24 hours a day from any location.

SJB’s barristers and clients will be able to access case documents securely and work on them

collaboratively, even without an internet connection



This mirrors the Ministry of Justice’s recent “Transforming our Justice System” consultation paper,

which sees a drive to paperless courts and the digitisation of the legal sector. Amongst the proposed

changes are the introduction of virtual hearings and publication of court documents online, in a move

aimed to simplify and modernise case management.



SJB, which has four offices in Manchester, Sheffield, Liverpool and Chester, has enjoyed a record year.

The Chambers saw fee income rise to £36m, boosted its member income by 13 per cent and received a record

number of new instructions during 2016. 



Chris Ronan, CEO at St John’s Buildings, said: “St John’s Buildings has long been recognised for

its innovative approach to the delivery of advocacy services. The decision to introduce electronic

document management comes as we seek to modernise the way we work in line with the digital revolution

taking place across the legal sector and to dramatically reduce our own environmental footprint. The

introduction of ‘less-paper’ working gives our barristers, who are traditionally mobile workers, the

ability to service clients in a secure and flexible environment, while enhancing the speed and

reliability of that service.”  



Doug Hargrove, Managing Director – Legal – Advanced, comments: “We’re proud to continue our

long-standing relationship with SJB and to be partnering with Chris and his team to ensure our software

can make a positive difference to the way the legal sector is operating. This exciting solution has

embraced the benefits that our integrated digital and cloud-based technology can make, leading the way by

becoming the first chambers to go paperless and drive major efficiencies. It’s a significant step

forward for the industry.”
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Through our enterprise and market focused solutions we positively impact millions of people’s lives

through continually investing in our people, partnerships and own technologies to stay focused on our

markets’, customers’ and their stakeholders’ needs.

We enable our customers to drive efficiencies, savings and growth opportunities through focused,

right-first-time software solutions that evolve with the changing needs of their business and the markets

they operate in.



True partnership is the defining thing that makes us different from the competition.

We pride ourselves on delivering focused software solutions for public sector, enterprise commercial and

health & care organisations that simplify complex business challenges and deliver immediate value.



Advanced is a Sunday Times Top Track 250 Company 2016 and was ranked in the Deloitte UK Fast 50 which

recognises the 50 fastest growing technology companies in the UK and a winner of the Tech Company of the

Year in PwC’s UK Tech Awards in 2014.
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