99.5% of Black Friday deals aren’t what they seem – finance expert
comments on Which? investigation
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Research by Which? has revealed that a massive 99.5% of Black Friday deals are actually cheaper, or the
same price at other times in the year.
In their investigation of 201 Black Friday deals, they revealed that just one product was in fact at its
cheapest on Black Friday. They compared products from six major home and tech retailers (Amazon, AO,
Argos, Currys PC World, John Lewis, and Richer Sounds) and looked at prices both six months before Black
Friday 2020 and six months after.
Their findings revealed:
•99.5% of products were cheaper or the same price as their Black Friday price at other times of the
year
•92% of products were cheaper or the same price in the six months before Black Friday
•98.5% of products were cheaper or the same price in the six months after Black Friday
•40% of products were cheaper than their Black Friday price at other times of the year

Holly Andrews, Managing Director at KIS Finance (https://www.kisbridgingloans.co.uk/), and personal
finance expert says:
“The Which? investigation has revealed that most Black Friday deals are not what they seem, and many
shoppers will be left thinking that they’ve got a good deal when, in reality, they could get a better
one if they wait.
Retailers tend to jump on the Black Friday bandwagon and push out their discounts as they know a lot of
shoppers wait for the sales day/weekend to make their purchases. Although you can get some good deals on
Black Friday, I would recommend waiting until after the event if it’s not a Christmas gift or something
that you need urgently.
The confusion can come when it comes to reference pricing, which is when a deal refers to a product’s
previous price, e.g. ‘Was £150, now £75’. The law requires that the ‘was’ price is either a
price that the retailer has previously charged for that product, the RRP set by the manufacturer, or a
price charged by a different retailer for the same product.
So, the retailer doesn’t actually have to have charged the ‘was’ price before as this could be the
RRP or a price previously charged by a competitor. This is a trick used by some retailers to con shoppers
into thinking that they’re getting a bargain, but really it’s not a discount at all or the savings
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are miniscule.
Try not to get caught up in the rush of Black Friday and make sure you do thorough research before making
purchases, especially if you are looking at big ticket items such as TVs or washing machines. If you
don’t need the items right now, then keep an eye on prices throughout December and especially when the
Boxing Day and January sales start as you may find that prices drop even further.”

[ENDS]

Black Friday shopping tips:
https://www.kisbridgingloans.co.uk/consumer-guides/savvy-shopping-tips-to-get-ahead-this-black-friday/
Black Friday scams for consumers to watch out for:
https://www.kisbridgingloans.co.uk/guide-to-fraud-prevention/4-black-friday-scams-and-how-to-avoid-them/

Comments provided by Managing Director at KIS Finance, Holly Andrews. If you would like to use these
comments then a link back to KIS Finance (https://www.kisbridgingloans.co.uk/) is required to credit the
source.

About KIS Finance:
KIS Finance are an independent finance broker specialising in bridging finance, development finance,
commercial mortgages, equity release, and secured loans. Their team of advisors have considerable
experience across multiple different areas of the finance sector, as well as insurance and compliance.
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