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A scuba diver swims alongside a friendly Beluga whale, as the gentle giant ‘smiles’ straight at the

camera. The Northern Lights put on an incredible show above a tent on a snowy landscape. Mysterious

figures stalk the streets of a Mexican town celebrating the Day of the Dead. A man dances in front of an

electric ‘sun’ at Tate Modern. And a lone adventurer makes a jaw-dropping descent as he abseils a

thundering 225m high waterfall.



These are just a few of the glorious and engaging images now on display in the magnificent, free-to-view,

Travel Photographer of the Year exhibition at the Royal Geographical Society

(http://www.rgs.org/HomePage.htm) (with IBG) in London. Featuring the winning entries from the 2011

Travel Photographer of the Year awards (TPOTY) (http://www.tpoty.com/winners/2011), the exhibition runs

until August 19th. It is open 9.30am – 5pm Monday to Saturday and 10am – 4pm on Sundays. 



It offers a chance to step away from the hustle and bustle as London prepares for – and then plays host

to – the Olympic Games. Visitors can take a visual journey around the globe, through the eyes of the

hugely talented amateur and professional photographers who beat entrants from over 90 countries to take

the top places in the awards. Just a few minutes walk along Exhibition Road from the Natural History,

Victoria & Albert and Science Museums, it’s the latest  ‘must-do’ London attraction! 



The exhibition also features a number of special showcases, plus archive images from the Society’s own

collection of historic travel photographs, giving visitors a chance to view pictures dating back to the

pioneer days of photography – such as a wonderful shot of Papua New Guinean tribesmen quizzically

examining an old gramophone. 



Visitors have the opportunity to buy the beautiful new Travel Photographer of the Year portfolio book,

Journey Four, containing the winning images from the 2011 and 2010 awards. The latest in a highly

collectable series, it is on sale for the first time ever, price £25. The exhibition also sees the

launch of the TPOTY Collection of greetings cards, miniprints and framed and unframed prints, available

at the gallery. Finally, visitors can choose their own favourite image and be entered into a prize draw

to win a tailor-made trip to Cambodia with Explore.



Travel Photographer of the Year is the world’s leading travel photography award. Last year’s

exhibition broke all attendance records for the Society’s exhibitions, bringing in thousands of

Londoners and British and international tourists, all keen to see world-class travel photography in an

impressive setting. This year’s exhibition should provide the perfect inspiration for those considering

entering the 2012 TPOTY awards (http://www.tpoty.com/awards/how-to-enter), which are now open for entry.



For more information on the exhibition and awards, please visit www.tpoty.com 



ENDS

For media enquiries, please contact Karen Coe at Travel Photographer of the Year on 

+44 (0)1728 669185/email press@tpoty.com. 
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The images provided here are only for use with a story about the TPOTY awards or exhibition. Please

credit the photographers concerned.



Further images from the exhibition are available to accompany this story – please visit the 2011

Winners' Gallery (http://www.tpoty.com/winners/2011) on www.tpoty.com to choose the images you would

like, and we will provide them in high-res or as files for web galleries, along with captions. 



Notes for editors



1.	Formed in 2003, Travel Photographer of the Year (TPOTY) rapidly became one of the world's most

prestigious photography awards. Open to amateur and professional photographers of all ages, and from all

countries, TPOTY regularly attracts entries from over 90 countries each year. To date, the oldest TPOTY

entrant has been aged 88, and the youngest just five years old. Photographers from 35 countries have so

far won awards and enjoyed international exposure for their work. The TPOTY winning images are showcased

in the TPOTY 'Journey' series of books and at Travel Photographer of the Year exhibitions. In 2011 TPOTY

announced a collaborative partnership with the Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) to take the awards

into a new era, with a major annual exhibition of images at the Society's headquarters in Kensington,

London. www.tpoty.com 



2.	The Royal Geographical Society (with The Institute of British Geographers) is the learned society and

professional body for geography. Formed in 1830, our Royal Charter of 1859 is for 'the advancement of

geographical science'. Today, we deliver this objective by developing, supporting and promoting geography

through research, expeditions and fieldwork, education, and public engagement, while also providing

geographical input to policy. We aim to foster an understanding and informed enjoyment of our world. We

hold the world's largest private geographical collection and provide public access to it. We have a

thriving Fellowship and membership and offer the professional accreditation 'Chartered Geographer'

www.rgs.org
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