PKL’s Ian Hoping to Strike a Million for Charity in Memory of Son
Submitted by: PKL Ltd
Tuesday, 22 May 2018

Cheltenham firm PKL (https://www.pkl.co.uk) is supporting its Quay Manager Ian Bateman in his quest to
raise £1 million for charity Starlight (https://www.starlight.org.uk/) in memory of his son Josh.
Ian and his wife Mandy have been raising funds for the charity, which makes dreams come true for
terminally ill children, for 12 years after the death of their son Josh. Josh, a huge Lord of the Rings
fan, was given the opportunity to have lunch with Orlando Bloom, who played Legolas in the hugely popular
films.
Josh asked his parents to help other children have the experience he had thanks to Starlight before his
death in August 2006, aged 11, from a brain tumour. They have honoured his wish and his memory with a
series of fundraising events over the past decade and more.
The Worcester couple held another event on April 7th 2018, with the aim of raising enough funds to bring
the money raised in Josh’s name to £1 million. The event, a special ball entitled “Josh’s Do”
was held at The Worcester Whitehouse Hotel, and raised an incredible £13,860. Thanks to it, the figure
the couple have raised now stands at £972,000.
Ian and Mandy are continuing to raise funds, and hope to reach the magic million by the end of the
year.
PKL Chief Executive Lee Vines handed Ian a cheque this week for £250 towards the couple’s fundraising
push this week, and PKL staff are raising funds throughout the year - a company team completed a “Tough
Mudder” endurance run in Bristol on Saturday May 18, raising £140.
Ian said: “Starlight means so much to us and my family. They came into our lives and offered to grant
Josh a wish. This gave us all something positive, exciting and fun to look forward to. It was important
for something good to happen to Josh: he never complained. He faced his illness with courage and dignity.
We have always treasured the memories of Josh’s wish, but now for me and my family, the memories that
Starlight helped us create are even more precious.
“Josh’s Do was a special fundraising ball held in memory of Josh, helping to raise money for
Starlight. £970k has been raised for Starlight in Josh’s memory since his death, helping to grant
wishes for Starlight’s very special children. Mandy is now determined to reach £1 million in Josh’s
memory. We’d love to hear from anyone who thinks they may be able to help.”
Lee said: “What Ian and Mandy have achieved over the last decade is remarkable, and a wonderful tribute
to Josh’s memory. When I heard what they were doing, we wanted to do something to help, so made this
small donation. We wish the event every success.”
If you think you could help Mandy and Ian reach the magic million, email mandypainter66@hotmail.co.uk.
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Picture 1 shows Josh Bateman meeting his hero Orlando Bloom, all thanks to the Starlight charity.
Picture 2 shows Ian receiving a cheque for £250 from PKL Chief Executive Lee Vines.
Picture 3 show the PKL Tough Mudder team on Saturday May 18 after the event.
NOTES FOR EDITORS
PKL Company Overview
PKL Group is the UK’s leading supplier of modular commercial kitchens, serving a wide range of both
public and private sector markets. With hundreds of temporary kitchens and 10,000 items of catering
equipment available to hire, the company supports clients during refurbishments, emergencies and events.
PKL also offers a number of permanent modular kitchen solutions including high-spec commercial kitchen
buildings which are delivered to site as pre-built modules, ready for quick installation. The company’s
KitchenPod and Food Cube products have won various industry awards for innovation and have proven popular
particularly in the education and leisure sectors.
In addition, PKL offers catering estate management solutions, as well as specialising in major event
kitchen complexes such as those used to feed athletes at events such as the Olympic Games. The
company’s international division also delivers a wide range of specialist kitchen solutions to sites
all over the world, from African mining camps to Antarctic research stations.
Established in 1988, PKL’s head office is located in Bishops Cleeve, Cheltenham. The company currently
employs around 90 staff and has successfully completed over 10,000 temporary kitchen hires worldwide, as
well as over 200 permanent kitchen installations.
If you have any queries about this press release, or about PKL and its projects, please contact PR and
Marketing Exec Phil Scoble on 01242 663125 or email pscoble@pkl.co.uk.
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