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Northgate calls for integrated partnership to increase public confidence
An integrated partnership which focuses on the prevention of crime could promote public trust and release
valuable resources for frontline policing, claims Northgate Public Services today.
Responding to the Northern Ireland Office’s consultation Local Partnership Working on Policing and
Community Safety, Northgate welcomes the plan to integrate two separate local partnerships – Community
Safety Partnerships and District Policing Partnerships into a single partnership, the Crime Reduction
Partnership.
Northgate argues that local authorities working in conjunction with the police services are key to the
new partnership’s success. They will identify local issues of concern for the Crime Reduction
Partnership. Northgate says that this will help to promote neighbourhood policing, making services more
responsive and enhancing public trust in policing. The company also says that new powers from 2011 will
mean that local authorities can ensure the partnerships’ actions link effectively into community
planning.
Northgate argues that the integration of the partnership will open up new opportunities for services to
be redesigned around the needs of citizens and their local communities. The organisation says that by
joining up back office functions, and reducing an overlap in services, the partnerships can ensure that
more resources can be diverted to frontline services.
Ian Blackhurst, Managing Director of Public Safety at Northgate Public Services, said today: “Promoting
public confidence is key to delivering continually improving neighbourhood policing in Northern Ireland.
By integrating the two partnerships, citizens will gain from better services with less resources. At a
time when public services are so hard pressed, these proposals are all about providing more effective and
efficient policing that is truly accountable and responsive to the needs of the people of Northern
Ireland.”
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1.Northgate Public Services is an innovative provider of transformation and improvement services to the
public sector. It is committed to high quality public services that place individuals and their
communities at their heart. Its knowledge and understanding of people’s needs are core to its business,
as too, is its depth and breadth across public services.
2.Northgate’s task is to enhance public value through the intelligent use of people and technology; to
understand why and what change is necessary; to provide new thinking leading to improved performance; and
to link company rewards with positive outcomes for the communities for whom it works. It supports
transformation through sustainable performance partnerships. In the UK, Northgate works with ninety five
per cent of local authorities, every police force, and a large number of health organisations, housing
associations, utilities and transport companies.
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